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Moggery Diary 

1st JUNE 

Two of our Pasta babies were chosen today. Black and white FETTUCINI and TORTELLINI 
left with very enthusiastic new parents. 

2nd JUNE 

Foster home tabby kittens DUTCHY and CURLY were chosen from our Yate foster mother 
and black mother PAELLA (we’ve moved onto rice names) with matching black kittens 
ARBORIO, PATNA and BASMATI arrived from our Mangotsfield colony. 

3rd JUNE 

PAPARDELLE began having contractions at lunchtime. This very thin dark tortoiseshell 
stray had been handed in to a local vet while heavily pregnant. She had been given as 
much food as she could eat since arrival, in the hope her babies would be born alive. 

At 4pm a ginger boy arrived, and his mum lay by him, exhausted, but proud. PAPARDELLE 
lay her head on her son “look what I’ve got” she was saying. 

Volunteer TOM brings chicken on Saturdays and all the cats know his voice and wait 
impatiently by the door of their rooms for their portions. 

TOM entered the room housing PAPARDELLE, and she jumped up and trampled her baby 
in her rush for chicken. After she had eaten a large bowl, I advised her to lie down as she 
was in labour. 

No, she wanted more chicken and went over to TOM for more. After three bowls I wasn’t 
sure if her bulging body was chicken or further babies. She lay back down and 
remembered she had a ginger baby – all was quiet. 

Just before 8pm dark tortie AMBROSIA arrived and TILDA, her dark tortie sister twenty 
minutes later. GINGER SNAP was followed by black and white CRACKLE and POP. 
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Volunteer GREG held all the newborns wrapped in a towel in a tray on his lap so that mum 
could concentrate on each birth. 

At nearly 11pm we all decided to go home as PAPARDELLE was calm and her family 
complete. She was given a clean new bed and seemed very settled. 

 

4th JUNE 

Volunteer JENNY checked on the newborns early morning and was shocked to discover a 
number seven baby had been sneaked in after we left last night, another black and white. 
All 7 seem to be well. 

Volunteer transporter ANTHONY brought in a seven-year tabby mother adult cat and a 
three-year-old black and white daughter from Shirehampton. Unfortunately, it is obvious 
that the mother is pregnant once again. ROTELLI and ROTINI were settled in together for 
company. 

Qatar tabby NANA left for her new home today in a village called Bishop Sutton. 



 

 

5th JUNE 

5pm 

“Were leaving for Somalia in the morning and we’ve got a cat”. 

The cat referred to was an unneutered male. I had no space, and the presence of an 
unneutered male would distress my mothers and babies in the house. 

9pm 

Volunteer LAUREN travelled to the inner-city home, collected the cat and took him straight 
away to HIGHCROFT VETS in Whitchurch who had agreed to hold him overnight and 
neuter him in the morning. He could then be admitted to H/Q tomorrow. 



6th JUNE 

Tabby and white RISOTTO arrived from the vets this morning, very frightened. He 
apparently had spent all his life in a high rise flat and had never met another cat during his 
three-year life. He will need a lot of handling. 

 

7th JUNE 

Very sadly, despite syringe feeding, we have lost TILDA, AMBROSIA and SNAP. 

Their mother PAPARDELLE was too thin and weak to produce healthy babies. Hopefully 
the remaining four will survive. 

8th JUNE 

A wonderful new foster home in Portishead has admitted a family from Shirehampton. 
Black mum ZIZANIA and matching kittens BOMBA, CALASPARA, CARNAROLI and KINKYTAIL 
PUDDING are LISA’S first assignment. 



 

Another family was trapped in Mangotsfield, this time our theme is STAR TREK, so NYOTA, 
SPOCK, SCOTTY and PAVEL were installed this afternoon. Mum is black and white, but the 
babies are assorted colours. 

10th JUNE 

PAPARDELLE’S remaining four babies are thriving. Now their eyes are open there is a lot 
less squabbling at milk times as they can focus on their mother’s side. 



 

12th JUNE 

CAMARGUE gave birth to four little ones today. Two black and white babies again in the 
litter tray and two torties in the birth box. The litter tray babies were cleaned up and dried 
off before being put with their brother and sister. 

HADLEY, GALLOWAY, CHEKHOV and SULU seem healthy and chubby. 

 

We were very fortunate to have four vet students arriving today to help for two whole 
weeks. Vet students are very keen to be involved in all aspects of cat care. 



13th JUNE 

I brought in a small white female cat with one black ear and a black patch on her back. She 
had been a stray for several weeks near Southmead Hospital. JANICE RAND is nervous but 
glad of her full food dishes. 

15th JUNE 

Collected an unwanted tortie from Lockleaze. CHRISTINE CHAPEL is feisty but hopefully 
will calm down. 

Today was the first day of our new air conditioning system in the attic rooms. The 
workman installed it just in time for the heatwave! 

VALENCIA, our friendly dark tortie had given birth to six fat babies overnight. Three 
gingers, two black and one dark tortie like mum. 

KIRK, KHAN, LEONARD, UHURA, JOACHIM and TRELANE are strong and healthy. 

 

16th JUNE 

BLAZER a pretty Felix faced black and white kitten was adopted from foster home HOLLY 
this week. We have ten foster homes now, but we need at least another ten more to 
enable each family to have lots of individual attention. 



TUKARA and SPITI also left for a new home in Downend leaving their tired mum 
PALOMINO glad of a rest. 

 

19th JUNE 

Today I collected two male cats from a road in Sea Mills to neuter under our Assisted 
Scheme within VETS4PETS in Filton. The family had no transport. I could not make myself 
heard by knocking but I persisted banging and knocking for ten minutes until I spotted a 
living room window open. I moved the curtain and discovered someone resting on the 
settee who then came to answer the door. 

The family were non-English speaking and their neighbours had ‘phoned on their behalf 
and explained I would be arriving at 9.30am to collect their cats who must be starved 
overnight and kept in. 



Unfortunately, both cats had been let out early morning, so I waited while they were 
called in. I asked if they had had breakfast by pointing to my mouth and the owner 
nodded. I then motioned with my hands asking if only a small amount of food had been 
given but the owner indicated a large amount. 

This meant the cats couldn’t be operated on until late afternoon when their stomachs 
were empty again. They needed several hours to come round from their anaesthetic so I 
couldn’t pick them up from the vets until 7pm. I then had a half hour drive again to take 
them home. 

For all my efforts I received no thanks from the family. I consoled myself with the 
knowledge that two more cats had been neutered and every one must make a difference. 

Don’t run a cat rescue! 

21st JUNE 

Volunteer transporter ANNIE saw photos of a stray black and white cat in very poor 
condition on her neighbourhood app. 

I asked her to take him to the nearest vet which was VETS4PETS in Brislington where they 
treated his ear which had an abscess, and de-flea and wormed him. 

No ID chip was found, but he was neutered, so somebody must have cared about him 
once. Apparently, he is between 4 to 6 years. I couldn’t admit a male as it would upset my 
mum and babies and there was no space anywhere so I asked the kind person feeding him 
to continue doing so until September when I hopefully will have moved on all kittens. 

Volunteer ANNIE supplied a generous amount of food to give to the feeder. 

23rd JUNE 

This morning both ‘phones were out of action for some reason, but I could access 
messages using my mobile. VETS4PETS Filton rang to say the two cats I had booked in 
under our Assisted Scheme had not arrived. 

Then ANIMAL HOUSE VETS in St George rang to say the two cats booked in there had not 
arrived either. 

Apart from that it was a good morning! 

24th JUNE 

A wonderful adoption day! 

Friendly COCO from Qatar left for Whitchurch, adorable JANICE was loved on sight by a 
middle-aged woman and CATRIA (who had been bossing everything in the office) left with 
her new owner for Central Bristol. The remaining office cats immediately relaxed! 

 



25th JUNE 

“There’s a heavily pregnant cat lying in our garden”. 

Shortly after this call a Horfield couple brought the black stray to me. I scanned her neck 
and found a chip. However, the owner had never registered their details on her chip so 
can’t be traced. 

DATA was settled in on a soft bed. 

26th JUNE 

Tortie HIKARU and her three spitfire babies had been admitted from Whitchurch where 
they had been living in a garden. 

Ginger ROGER and black BRENT and LESLIE are going to need a lot of handling to be 
homeable. 

 



A breeder in Redland had produced an imperfect kitten which was handed in to The 
Moggery because she wasn’t saleable. KIRA will need gentle handling and an operation at 
six months for a skeletal irregularity. 

 

Another pregnant cat was brought in from the Mangotsfield colony. TASHA looks as if she 
could give birth any day. We’ve admitted her just in time. 

27th JUNE 

Travelled to Shirehampton and collected from a garden where several mothers have given 
birth, two black sisters JANEWAY and CHAKOTAY about 11 weeks and two very feral 
kittens about 7/8 weeks. 

 



Ginger SULU and tabby SISKO were settled in just before a call came that two black kittens 
the same age had been found – could I go back? 

When I arrived at the house the youngsters had been put into a guinea pig plastic carrier. 
They were threatening blue murder, so I decided against transferring them to another 
basket as I wasn’t wearing protective gauntlets. 

Arriving at H/Q I realised one had broken out of the carrier and was loose in the car. I 
admitted the remaining black kitten SAREK and settled her in with her brother and sister 
before calling volunteer JENNY and two neighbours to help me make an inch-by-inch 
search of the car interior for the black kitten who had absconded. 

Seats were moved forward and back and yet there was no sign of life. I opened the bonnet 
fearing the little soul had climbed through into the engine. No sign anywhere. 

I decided the second kitten must have escaped somehow as I loaded her and determined 
to return to Shirehampton the next morning to look in the hedges where my car had been 
parked. 

28th JUNE 

I opened the car door to drive to H/Q and there was a little black face looking back at me 
from the footwell! 

We startled each other. 

Before I could catch her, she had run under the driver’s seat and my arm wasn’t long 
enough to bring her out. I drove to H/Q and enlisted the help of volunteer AMANDA who 
like me put on protective gauntlets. (Little kittens have teeth like needles which can bite 
through your fingers) 

Again, there was no sign anywhere in the car despite a search with torches. I started to 
think I had imagined seeing her face. 

I had to take two cats to the vet this morning and as I travelled, JOHNSON who was going 
for a dental, began crying. After a few minutes I realised the little kitten was answering 
him – but from where? 

When I returned from the vet surgery, I put some sardines in tomato sauce in the footwell 
and waited. 

No sign of life. 

One of this week’s vet students had the idea of playing the sounds of a mother cat calling 
her kittens, on a loop, next to the food dish. She was not fooled and stayed put. 

I rang the local garage to ask if they could remove the driver’s seat – I was convinced she 
had somehow got into the lining. I’m not car proud, I could drive with a cut up seat in 
future. 



I had to return late afternoon to the vet and again as I travelled, I could hear kitten cries, 
but this time the cries were coming from behind the glove box. Back at H/Q I took a plastic 
back scratcher (very useful for removing cat food dishes from cats who want to amputate 
your hand) and ran it under the gap behind the glove box. Spine chilling spits indicated the 
spot where the kitten had squashed herself. I drove home and considered plan F. 

SHEBA cat food and water and a litter tray was placed in the footwells, and I waited. I 
called on volunteer DEBORAH who lived nearby and she arrived with husband MATTHEW, 
and we considered the options. 

I explained all the searches that had been made and the kitten’s current position. I opened 
the driver’s door and saw movement; she must have been attracted by the smell of SHEBA 
and crawled out of her hiding place. She had returned to her spot under the driver’s seat. 
With a back scratcher against her bottom pushing her forward into MATTHEW’S hand he 
was able to scruff her and lifted her triumphantly up out of the car. 

She was dropped into a waiting basket, and I rushed her back to her waiting siblings at 
H/Q. They greeted her with a “where have you been, we’ve all been here hours” attitude. 

All’s well that ends well! 

29th JUNE 

Feral tabby TASHA gave birth to four chubby babies early morning in a cardboard box. Two 
tabbies, like their mum, WESLEY and WORF and two black McCoy and PICARD. (Like Dad?) 

 

 


